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Today’s weather 
Partly 
Se sunny. 
SE High: 52 
Low: 42 


Saturday: Rain, 48 | 33 
Sunday: Cloudy, 45 | 29 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Lawyer picked to handle 
ECOT's finances, assets 


The finances and assets of 
the Electronic Classroom 
of Tomorrow online school 
are now under control of a 
Columbus lawyer appointed 
by a Franklin County court. A4 


Headmaster quits: University 
School’s headmaster is 
resigning in the wake of a 
probe that revealed he failed 
to investigate inappropriate 
student-teacher relationships 
at his former school. A4 


Nation&World 


Trump threatens to pull 
some aid to Palestinians 


President Donald Trump 
threatens to withdraw further 
U.S. aid if Palestinians are 
not serious about negotiating 
peace with Israel, deepening a 
diplomatic rift. A10 


Fighting strokes: Advanced 
brain imaging technology 
may give doctors an 
additional 10 hours or more 
to respond to some strokes, 
researchers say. A10 


FirstEnergy wants to hike 
charges for nuclear plants 
FirstEnergy is again appealing 
to state lawmakers to approve 
legislation increasing customer 
charges in order to keep 
its nuclear power plants 
operating. But its efforts may 
come up short. A11 


Sports 


A closer look at 
Belichick’s Cleveland tie 


What the Bill Belichick and 
Tom Brady combo is doing 
in New England reminds col- 
umnist Terry Pluto an awful 
lot of what Paul Brown and 
Otto Graham accomplished 
in Cleveland. B1 


Forum 

Psychiatrists ‘diagnosing’ 
Trump violate own rules 
Commentary: Mental health 
experts questioning President 
Donald Trump's psychological 
qualifications to be president 
are violating their own “Prin- 
ciples of Medical Ethics.” E1 


Diversions 


J.K. Simmons loves 
playing ‘bad guy’ roles 

In the new spy thriller 
“Counterpart,” actor J.K. 
Simmons pulls double duty, 
playing two versions of the 
same character — one good, 
one bad. P1 


cleveland.com 
Booksellers pick 
great reads for 2018 
A momentous year 
for the literary 
world lies ahead, 
and no one knows 
that better than the people be- 
hind Cleveland’s independent 
booksellers. See their favorite 
new and upcoming releases at 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Davip NAKAMURA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s immigration 
proposal to Congress will in- 
clude a path to citizenship 
for an estimated 1.8 million 
young undocumented immi- 
grants, White House officials 
said Thursday, more than 
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Immigration legislation 


Trump could double the ‘Dreamers’ 


White House officials say 1.8M may get citizenship path 


twice the number of “Dream- 
ers” who were enrolled in a de- 
ferred action program Trump 
terminated last fall. 

The figure represents a sig- 
nificant concession to Demo- 
crats but is likely to produce 
sharp blowback among con- 
servative Republicans, even 
as the White House cast the 
move as one piece of an immi- 


gration framework that would 
significantly tighten border 
control laws. 

Trump’s plan, which will 
be formally sent to the Sen- 
ate on Monday, also includes 
a $25 billion “trust fund” for 
a border wall and additional 
security upgrades on both the 
southwest and northern U.S. 
borders. And the president 


will propose significant curbs 
to legal immigration channels, 
restricting the ability of U.S. 
citizens to petition for visas. 
Those petitions would be lim- 
ited to spouses and minor chil- 
dren. Ended would be catego- 
ries for parents and siblings. 
Both of those provisions are 
likely to engender fierce objec- 
tions among liberal Democrats. 


$1.50 


Senior White House offi- 
cials, who briefed reporters 
on the details, described 
the plan as a compromise 
intended to break an immi- 
gration impasse as Congress 
deliberates over the future 
of 690,000 enrolled in De- 
ferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) whose tem- 
porary work permits will 
begin to expire March 5. 


SEE TRUMP | A10 


Orchid show opens Saturday 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHUCK CROW | THE PLAIN DEALER 


Above, Cleveland Botanical 
Garden employee Hilary Wright 
irrigates Moth Orchids on 
Thursday in preparation for 

the Orchid Mania show at the 
Cleveland Botanical Garden in 
University Circle. The show is 
set to open on Saturday. The 
orchid display in Clark Hall is 
designed to evoke a mid-century 
backyard garden. It was designed 
by Scott Robertson of Stems 
Fleur, in conjunction with the 
Botanical Garden, and includes 
about 150 orchids, all grown in 
Oberlin. At left, Andrew Poulson, 
from Andrew Thomas Design of 
Wooster, puts an orchid into his 
wall-mounted flower box, one of 
seven flower boxes in the Gallery 
of Gardens at the show. 


Special prosecutor 


President 
backed off 
on firing 
Mueller 


White House counsel 
threatened to resign 


MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump ordered the 
firing last June of Robert 
Mueller, the special counsel 
overseeing the Russia inves- 
tigation, according to four 
people told of the matter, but 
ultimately backed down after 
the White House counsel 
threatened to resign rather 
than carry out the directive. 

The West Wing confron- 
tation marks the first time 
Trump is known to have tried 
to fire the special counsel. 
Mueller learned about the ep- 
isode in recent months as his 
investigators interviewed cur- 
rent and former senior White 
House officials in his inquiry 
into whether the president ob- 
structed justice. Amid the first 
wave of news media reports 
that Mueller was examining a 
possible obstruction case, the 
president began to argue that 
Mueller had three conflicts of 
interest that disqualified him 
from overseeing the investiga- 
tion, two of the people said. 

First, he claimed that a 
dispute years ago over fees 
at Trump National Golf Club 
in Sterling, Virginia, had 
prompted Mueller, the FBI di- 
rector at the time, to resign his 
membership. 


SEE MUELLER | A10 


Survey is first to 
include Democrats 
Kucinich, O'Neill 


SETH A. RICHARDSON 
srichardson@cleveland.com 


A new statewide poll of 
the gubernatorial race shows 
former federal consumer 
watchdog Richard Cordray 
narrowly leads the wide- 
open Democratic side of the 
race, while Attorney General 
Mike DeWine is running 
away with the Republican 
primary. 

The poll was commis- 
sioned by the 1984 Society, a 
nonprofit, bipartisan group 
of former Ohio Senate em- 
ployees and senators who 
wanted good independent 
polling for the political com- 
munity. It was conducted via 
phone interviews by Fallon 


Ohio governor’s race 


Cordray, DeWine leading in poll 


1984 Society Poll 


Democratic Primary 


Ex-CFPB Director Richard Cordray 


Research with a sample size 
of 801 and a margin of error 
of 3.5 percentage points. 
The poll was taken Jan. 
16-19 and is the first released 
since the multiple shakeups 
in the governor’s race, in- 
cluding the exit of Secretary 
of State Jon Husted and U.S. 
Rep. Jim Renacci, both Re- 
publicans, and former U.S. 
Rep. Betty Sutton and Day- 
ton Mayor Nan Whaley, both 
Democrats. It is also the first 
to include Ohio Supreme 


Percent 


Court Justice Bill O’Neill 
and former U.S. Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich, both Democrats. 

It also includes running 
mates for each of the can- 
didates. 1984 Society board 
member Neil Clark acknowl- 
edged having to anticipate 
several of the running mates, 
including Democrat Connie 
Pillich’s, who was initially 
listed in the poll as state 
Sen. Cecil Thomas. 


SEE POLL | A7 


Cuyahoga County 


Report: Juvenile 
operation flawed 


Cory SHAFFER 
cshaffer @cleveland.com 


The county’s juvenile 
detention center suffers 
from significant flaws in 
its daily operations that 
permeate all levels of the 
facility, according to a re- 
cent report compiled by a 
team of Cuyahoga County 
Sheriff’s Department em- 
ployees. 

The report highlights 
numerous problems at the 
facility run by the Cuyahoga 
County Juvenile Court. 
The center does not have 
a master computer system 
that tracks inmate history. 
Staff keeps no database of 
inmates with suspected 
gang ties, nor does it try to 


separate members of rival 
gangs. It also lacks a special 
response team to respond 
to emergencies, according 
to the report. 

The guards are un- 
der-trained and often do 
not enforce rules, and in- 
mates in turn do not re- 
spect them and even find 
“humor in the situation,” 
according to the 14-page 
report, dated Nov. 29. 

“At first this appeared 
to be an employee com- 
placency issue,” the report 
says. “However, after con- 
ducting an in-depth analy- 
sis it appears the problem 
stems from all levels of the 
organization.” 


SEE CENTER | A13 
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